OVERVIEW
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The Mid America Association of State Transportation Officials is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association
that represents state departments of transportation
from the American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials region three, which
includes 10 Midwestern states. The mission of the
organization is to foster the development, operation
and maintenance of an integrated and balanced
transportation system that adequately serves the
needs of the member states.
The organization was established in 1907 as the
Mississippi Valley Conference of State Highway and
Transportation Officials prior to the creation of a
national transportation organization, which later
became known as AASHTO. In 2010, the organization changed its name to the Mid America Association of State Transportation Officials to better reflect
the location of the member states.
This guide includes general information about the
organization and its structure.
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MAASTO STATES
MAASTO consists of 10 states primarily in the Midwest including:

 Illinois
 Indiana
 Iowa
 Kansas
 Kentucky
 Michigan
 Minnesota
 Missouri
 Ohio
 Wisconsin

Minnesota
Wisconsin
Michigan
Iowa
Illinois

Ohio
Indiana

Kansas

Missouri
Kentucky

RELATION TO AASHTO
MAASTO has two representatives on the AASHTO executive committee - the current president
and vice president of MAASTO. The executive committee is responsible for the management of
the activities and affairs of AASHTO.
More information about the executive committee can be viewed on the AASHTO website:
transportation.org/executive-committee/.
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MAASTO STRUCTURE

President and Vice President
The president and vice president shall be elected
at the annual meeting of the association to hold
office for one year or until their successors are duly
elected. Any vacancy in the offices of president or
vice president shall be filled for the unexpired term
as follows:

Board of Directors
The board of directors is composed of the chief
executive officer of each member department. The
CEO may designate an individual to serve as the
member department representative on the board by
letter to the president and secretary.
The board meets three times a year to discuss a
variety of topics relating to the organization. These
meetings are held at the AASHTO spring and annual meetings, as well as during the MAASTO annual
meeting, which is typically held in the summer.
Special meetings may be called by the president or
upon the request of three member departments.

Nominating Committee
To select the MAASTO president and vice president,
a nominating committee shall be appointed by the
president and shall comprise three past presidents
who currently serve on the board of directors.
The immediate past president shall serve as chair
of the committee. If there are fewer than three
past presidents currently serving on the board of
directors, the president shall fill the remaining slot(s)
on the committee from the members of the board of
directors. The nominating committee shall nominate
candidates for president and vice president for the
board of directors’ consideration.

 The vice president shall assume the duties of
president.
 The office of vice president will be filled by a
majority vote of the board of directors.
The president shall preside at all meetings; if absent,
the office shall be filled by the vice president. In the
absence of both president and vice president, a
president pro tem shall be elected by a majority vote
of the board of directors present at the meeting.

Secretary
The secretary shall be appointed by the president.
The secretary may be selected from among the
membership and need not be the CEO of a member
department. The secretary shall issue all notices of
meetings and perform such additional duties as the
president or board of directors may direct.

Treasurer
The treasurer shall be elected by the board of
directors and serve at the pleasure of the board
of directors. The treasurer may be selected from
among the membership and need not be the CEO
of a member department. The treasurer shall keep
a record of all accounts and transactions, have
charge of all finances, ensure an independent
audit is conducted each year, and perform such
additional duties as the president or board of
directors may direct.
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MAASTO COMMITTEES

Membership of committees shall comprise
representatives from member departments
appointed by their respective CEO. The chairman
shall be elected by committee members, and the
vice chairman of the committees shall be appointed
by the president. The motor carrier and chief
counsel committees have exceptions as to who can
be a representative, as outlined below.

Strategic Transportation Issues
Committee
The committee provides primary support to the
board of directors. The committee solicits resolutions
from the member states for consideration by the
board of directors, prepares an agenda of topical
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issues for the board of directors’ review and
consideration and advises on policy issues. The
committee was created in 2003.
STIC has been highly successful in sharing
information and best practices on federal
issues, as well as identifying areas for regional
collaboration. STIC holds biweekly calls to discuss
these opportunities, and many of the “successful
collaborations” highlighted in this document resulted
from STIC efforts.

Chief Engineers Committee
The committee shall provide advisory services to the
board of directors for engineering and transportation
issues. The committee was created in 2014.

Chief Counsel Committee
The committee shall be recognized and afforded
the right to meet as a group in conjunction with
MAASTO events. The committee shall explore
common areas of interest and potential future
collaborative opportunities, and carry out
assignments as requested by the board of directors.
Membership shall comprise representatives from
member departments, or from other state agencies
providing legal counsel services to member
departments. The committee was created in 2016.

Motor Carrier Committee
The committee shall provide advisory services to the
board of directors. The committee shall help ensure
a coordinated and comprehensive discussion of a
wide range of commercial motor carrier operations
and activities. Membership shall comprise
representatives from member departments plus
any additional state agencies directly involved in
commercial motor carrier activities. The committee
was created in 2016.

Subcommittee on Highway
Transport
The committee shall provide representation for the
central region of the nation regarding highway
transportation issues and will provide a forum
for discussion and share best practices as it deals
with statutes, regulations and industry requests.
It will also promote ITS/CVO applications that
result in efficient movement of goods and a safe
transportation system. The SCOHT will communicate
the work and recommendations of this committee
to state DOTs, the motor carrier industry and other
organizations.

Planning Committee
The committee shall provide advisory services to
the board of directors for transportation planning,
programming and modal issues. The committee was
created in 2014.
The MAASTO constitution and bylaws can be
viewed on the MAASTO website: maasto.net/
docs/ConstitutionBylaws.pdf.
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COLLABORATIONS
Truck Parking Information and
Management System
maasto.net/TPIMS.html
TPIMS is an innovative solution to critical truck
parking issues that affect the region’s economic
competitiveness and the safety and efficiency of
the national freight network. The regional TPIMS
is envisioned to be a network of safe, convenient
parking areas with the ability to collect and
broadcast real-time parking availability to drivers
through a variety of media outlets, including
dynamic signs, smart phone applications and
traveler information websites. The TPIMS solution
to safe and efficient truck parking began as a pilot
project in one MAASTO state. Eight MAASTO
states then partnered together, applied for and were
jointly awarded a $25 million TIGER grant to help
fund and deploy the project in their states.

MAASTO Summits
MAASTO summits are held occasionally to
address specific topics. Past summits have included
discussions about opportunities for collaboration
around intermodal freight (2017, Illinois,
maasto.net/docs/MAASTO-Intermodal-FreightSummit-Summary.pdf), as well as connected and
autonomous vehicles (2016, Michigan.
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Workforce Diversity Best
Practices
maasto.net/documents/MAASTO-WorkforceDiversity.pdf
State DOTs have the responsibility and obligation to
direct their respective agency’s external affirmative
action, equal employment and nondiscrimination
programs. During the September 2015 board
meeting, the MAASTO board requested and
published a report on how MAASTO states create
diverse workforces and implement construction
programs that reflect type of communities in which
they are working.

Diversity Scholarship Program
and Sponsorship of State
Conferences
MAASTO has offered a number of innovative
programs utilizing surplus revenues from past
MAASTO conferences. In 2015, each state
received $10,000 to support scholarship programs
promoting diversity in engineering. In 2017-18,
each state could request a one-time payment
of up to $10,000 to help offset costs for a DOT
conference in which other MAASTO states were
invited to participate.

Federal Infrastructure Priorities
Resolution and Rural White
Paper
maasto.net/docs/MAASTO-ReauthorizationResolution.pdf
In July 2017, the MAASTO board approved a
resolution to call for enactment of the administrator’s
policy and principles as well as proposals for
transportation infrastructure. The resolution urges
the U.S. Congress, federal, state, local officials,
transportation stakeholders and policy leaders to:
 Embrace and endorse the general tenets of
the administration’s infrastructure initiative that
sought long-term reforms on how infrastructure
projects are regulated, funded, delivered and
maintained.

 Embrace and endorse the administration’s four
key principles for infrastructure initiative:
 Make targeted federal investments
 Encourage self-help
 Align infrastructure investment with
entities best suited to provide sustained
and efficient investment
 Leverage the private sector
MAASTO also urged and supported the creation of
a Rural America Infrastructure Program. Member
states have a disproportionate amount of rural
infrastructure compared to other states. Rural
infrastructure is facing an immediate crisis and is
deteriorating quickly. Over the years, infrastructure
initiatives have largely favored urbanized areas.
Due to these urgent concerns, the MAASTO
board supported policy recommendations for a
discretionary rural program. Highlights of the
recommendations: maasto.net/docs/MAASTORural-White-Paper.pdf.
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Mid-America Freight Coalition

MAASTO Summer Meeting

Within the 10 MAASTO states, the Mid-America
Freight Coalition is a regional organization
that cooperates in the planning, operation,
preservation and improvement of transportation
infrastructure. These activities support state and
regional collaboration, freight innovations and
development of best practices. MAASTO states
signed a memorandum of understanding in October
2006 demonstrating their willingness to meet freight
demand through regional cooperative efforts.
The MAFC has been conducting research projects
for MAASTO for many years, and the board of
directors votes on whether to approve proposed
research projects.

An annual three-day summer meeting is hosted
by one of the MAASTO states each year. During
the meeting, there is a series of technical sessions
offered to MAASTO DOT employees. Likewise, the
summer meeting provides DOT employees with
great opportunities to network with their peers from
other states.

Oversight of the MAFC is provided by the planning
committee. In addition, a group of technical
representatives guides and directs the work of the
MAFC as they conduct their research and support
state efforts to improve freight planning. Each of
the committees has the ability to request a research
project based on their needs. The MAFC is backed
by a pool-funded study with participation of all 10
MAASTO states.

States are asked to volunteer to hold the summer
meeting. The board votes on the location of the
meeting three years in advance based on the pool
of volunteer states. Past meetings have been held
in Kansas City (2015), Minneapolis (2016) and
Cleveland (2017). Future meetings will be held in
Indianapolis (2019) and Chicago (2020).

In addition to research and collaboration, the MAFC
holds an annual meeting with a focus on freight
and state freight activities, as well as quarterly
teleconferences with agency freight staff. The MAFC
participates in the planning, motor carrier and
SCOHT committees.
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During the summer meeting, the board of directors
collaborates on the direction of the organization.
Topics covered during the board meeting include
the treasurer’s report, committee reports, new officer
elections and the discussion of MAASTO priorities
and strategies.

MAASTO BY THE NUMBERS
# MPOs

# Bridges

# Major Airports

6,935

# Licensed Drivers
(in millions)
# Registered Vehicles
(in millions)

# Commercial Airline
Enplanements
(in millions)

5.0

116.2

Annual Transit Ridership
(all modes, in millions)

71.0

1,220.3
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