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A Letter From 
The President

Apple founder and visionary Steve Jobs once made an important observation about his company and his people in a 
magazine interview published several years before his death. 

“We are aware that we are doing something significant,” he said. “We’re here at the beginning of  it and we’re able to shape 
how it goes. Everyone here has the sense that right now is one of  those moments when we are influencing the future.”

It’s no exaggeration to say we can see the future from where we are. Automated vehicle technology is upon us. Cars and 
trucks that use a form of  artificial intelligence to automatically brake, accelerate, even negotiate turns and analyze traffic 
patterns are no longer the stuff of  science fiction movies. They’re here today. And they present us with a number of  
challenges.

In my tenure as MAASTO President, I urged that our organization should support movement on the federal level that 
could provide a framework for states to work within to advance the use of  automated vehicle technologies. I still believe in 
adopting a form of  the “smart cities” concept along our borders for modeling and planning purposes to address capacity 
and congestion issues.

Sometimes it’s hard to tell if  we’re staying ahead of  change or simply riding the crest of  technology. That crest is sweeping 
us into a future that is as unrecognizable as our present would be to the founders of  MAASTO more than 100 years ago. 
It’s certainly an exciting and rewarding time to be in this industry.

This report looks at where we are and where we’re going. I’m particularly proud that—even as our best and brightest come 
up with new solutions for new situations—we have never lost sight of  our most important mission: the safety of  all those 
who travel our transportation network. 

Ironically, it might have been Steve Jobs who created one of  the biggest challenges to the safety of  the traveling public. 
MAASTO states must continue to promote safety initiatives that will reduce or eliminate fatalities and disabling injuries 
from distracted drivers. In Missouri, where we have no legislation to prevent cell phone use when driving, we’ve initiated 
the “Buckle Up Phone Down” campaign to bring this important safety message to the public.

MAASTO states need to continue to educate their respective elected officials on the need to fully fund the transportation 
system and retain allocation formulas. States need federal leadership and partnership to fund the nation’s infrastructure 
needs. Our economy will only move as fast as transportation networks will enable.

What we learn from Steve Jobs is that we are not helpless witnesses to a changing world. By working together, we can not 
only be ready for the technology and challenges the future holds, we can help influence the path it will eventually take.

MAASTO member states have a vital stake in solving our nation’s transportation funding issues. Let us all remember to 
advance the ball toward our goal rather than running out the clock. The time for action is now.

Cordially,

Patrick K. McKenna
MAASTO President
Missouri Department of  Transportation

1



Officers

Members

President
Patrick McKenna, Director
Missouri Department of  Transportation

Vice President
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
Indiana Department of  Transportation

Secretary
Jay Wunderlich
Director Government Relations
Missouri Department of  Transportation

Treasurer
Terri Barnhart, Executive Assistant to the Director and the Chief  of  Staff
Ohio Department of  Transportation

Illinois 
Randall S. Blankenhorn, Secretary 
Illinois Department of  
Transportation 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, IL 62764 
217.782.5597 

Indiana 
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
MAASTO Vice President 
Indiana Department of  
Transportation 
North 100 N. Senate Avenue, 
Room N755-758 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
317.232.5525 

Iowa 
Mark Lowe, Director 
Iowa Department of  Transportation 
800 Lincoln Way 
Ames, IA 50010 
515.239.1111 

Kansas 
Richard Carlson, Secretary 
Kansas Department of  

Transportation 
700 SW Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603 
785.296.3461 

Kentucky 
Greg Thomas, Secretary 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
200 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40622 
502.564.5102 

Michigan 
Kirk Steudle, Director 
Michigan Department of  
Transportation 
425 W. Ottawa Street, 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
517.373.2114 

Minnesota 
Charles A. Zelle, Commissioner 
Minnesota Department of  
Transportation 
395 John Ireland Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651.366.4800 

Missouri 
Patrick K. McKenna, Director 
MAASTO President 
Missouri Department of  
Transportation 
105 W. Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 270 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
573.751.4622 

Ohio 
Jerry Wray, Director 
Ohio Department of  Transportation 
1980 W. Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43223 
614.466.2335 

Wisconsin 
Dave Ross, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of  
Transportation 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue, 
P.O. Box 7910 
Madison, WI 53707-7910 
608.266.1114

2



T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Letter from the President

Officers/Members ............

Illinois .................................

Indiana ................................

Iowa .....................................

Kansas ................................

Kentucky ............................

Michigan ............................

Missouri .............................

Minnesota ..........................

Ohio .....................................

Wisconsin ...........................

MAASTO Map ...................

1

2

4-5

6-7

8-9

10-11

12-13

14-15

16-17

18-19

20-21

22-23

24



I L L I N O I S

RANDY 
BLANKENHORN

Secretary

idot.illinois.gov4



Preserving 
and protecting 
bridges
Bridges are among the most expensive, 
complicated projects for any state 
department of  transportation. 

With 26,770 bridges in Illinois, the third-
most in the country, IDOT is renewing 
its focus on bridges as resources that must 
be preserved and protected—part of  
the foundation that makes the state the 
transportation hub of  North America.
In 2017, IDOT made significant progress 
on a number of  bridge projects: 

• Construction started on a new 
Interstate 74 bridge over the 
Mississippi River in the Quad Cities, 
a $1.2 billion project expected to be 
completed in less than four years. 

• Construction began on a new $26 
million Illinois 178 bridge just north 
of  Starved Rock State Park, one 
of  the state’s most popular tourist 
destinations.  

• Work on the new $39 million Illinois 
89 bridge over the Illinois River near 
Spring Valley also got underway, with 
a 2018 completion date. 

• The bridges that make up the new 
$130 million Interstate 55 and Lake 
Shore Drive interchange —so vital to 
the economic success of  Illinois and 
the Midwest—opened in late 2017.  
 

• The $80 million Illinois 104 bridge 
replacement over the Illinois River in 
Meredosia is on track to be completed 
in the summer of  2018.  

• The Houbolt Road bridge in Joliet, a 
P3 effort between the state and local 
governments and industry, is expected 
to start in the fall of  2018, alleviating 
a serious congestion problem in the 
region. 

• The eastbound McClugage Bridge on 
the Illinois River in Peoria received 
final plan approval. The estimated 
$210 million project is expected to 
start within two years.

Chicago-St. Louis 
passenger rail 
improvements

A project that has been decades in the 
making to improve safety, reliability, 
speed and convenience along the 
Chicago-St. Louis rail corridor is 
nearing completion. 

As of  the end of  2017, about 93 
percent of  the infrastructure work along 
the 284-mile corridor was complete. 
The multiyear project, scheduled to be 
completed in 2018, achieved several 
milestones in 2017, including siding 
construction, significant grade crossing 
progress, and new or renovated stations 
in four Illinois communities. 

Additionally, IDOT oversaw the 
production and procurement of  
new locomotives to replace the 
fleet that operated on passenger 
rail lines throughout the Midwest. 
Branded “Amtrak Midwest,” the 
new locomotives—which boast 

lower maintenance costs and quieter 
operation—are owned by Illinois, 
Missouri, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
They are leased to Amtrak. 

The locomotives are capable of  
operating at speeds up to 125 mph, 
with faster acceleration and braking 
for better on-time reliability. They 
meet the latest safety regulations and 
feature better traction for improved 
performance.

They are also the first higher-speed 
passenger locomotives to meet 
the highest federal environmental 
standards, meaning a 90 percent 
reduction in emissions and a two-
thirds reduction in fuel consumption 
compared to the previous locomotives 
that are more than 20 years old.

Twelve of  the new locomotives 
started serving Amtrak customers 
last fall. Eventually, a total of  33 new 
locomotives will be put into revenue 
service on Amtrak routes in Illinois, 
Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin.

Amtrak Midwest locomotives will replace the fleet that operates 
throughout the Midwest.

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  A T  I L L I N O I S

POPULATION 12.8 million

STATE GDP $820.4 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

146,958
miles

BRIDGES 26,770

LICENSED
DRIVERS

9.15 
million
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Next Level 
Construction Map

INDOT fast-tracked the creation of  a 
new interactive Next Level Construction 
Map for the INDOT public website that 
provides valuable project information to 
taxpayers and enables them to see where 
INDOT investments are being made in 
their communities and on their commute 
routes. The construction map was publicly 
unveiled April 13, 2018.

Based within Google Maps, the Next 

Level map combines information from 
several static INDOT preservation and 
construction maps into a single interactive 
tool. The new map enables users to see all 
current and planned department projects 
on INDOT-managed interstates, U.S. 
highways and state routes. The interactive 
map enables users to view the entire state 
or zoom in to get treetop-level views of  
specific projects. By clicking on multiple 
filters, users can view active or future 
projects by INDOT district, construction 
year, and project type, including bridge, 
road, safety, mobility or other factors. 
Clicking on a specific project icon pulls 

up the project ID number, location, type, 
length and estimated start date.

The map is continually updated by pulling 
information directly from INDOT’s 
Scheduling Project Management System. 
Used in conjunction with the INDOT 
travel information map and as a direct 
link on the new INDOT Mobile App, the 
Next Level Construction Map provides 
a heightened level of  government 
transparency for Indiana taxpayers and 
enables motorists to better navigate or 
avoid current and future work zones.

Transportation 
Services Call Center

INDOT unveiled a new statewide customer 
service toll-free phone number and call 
center in February 2018 to manage 
customer inquiries and work requests 
and to reflect a higher level of  service for 
department maintenance, construction and 
operations personnel.

Prior to the launch of  the Transportation 
Services Call Center (TSCC), INDOT 
developed and established a new statewide 
level of  service standards for nearly 
100 services, ranging from construction 
warning sign placement to snow removal. 
Employees at the unit level and above were 
trained in how to meet and exceed the 
new standards and were backed up by a 
new industry-leading, best-practice service 
management software tool that enables 
INDOT to track service level performance 
for greater accountability.

INDOT also developed a comprehensive 
knowledge base and service catalog that 
serves as a foundation for addressing 
customer questions and concerns. The 
service level standards, software tool, and 
knowledge base enables INDOT to provide 
start-to-finish receipt, management, 
resolution and tracking of  department 
operations and customer concerns while 
streamlining the project management and 
customer service process. A new TSCC 
office was installed at INDOT’s Central 
Office in Indianapolis, employee and issue 
management and resolution processes and 
procedures were developed, and customer 
service personnel were hired and trained to 
successfully respond to customer concerns. 

To support the TSCC, INDOT 
launched—under the brand 
INDOT4U—a statewide communications 
campaign involving media, social media 
and targeted public information elements, 
including posters and information cards 
to advertise the new toll-free customer 
service phone number (1-855-INDOT4U) 

and call center. A new INDOT4U website, 
unveiled along with the TSCC, enables the 
public to report roadway issues, request 
information or find answers to frequently 
asked questions.

From February 1 to April 30, 2018, the 
TSCC entered 11,229 cases into the 
service database from customer calls, 
emails or website tickets. More than 70 
percent of  the issues raised by customers 
were resolved after only one customer 
contact.

Adding Interstate 
Travel Lanes
INDOT is overseeing a dramatic increase 
in Indiana interstate capacity by adding 
additional travel lanes to high-traffic areas. 

A  C L O S E R  L O O K  A T  I N D I A N A

POPULATION 6.6 million

STATE GDP $311.2 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

97,553
miles

BRIDGES 19,107

LICENSED
DRIVERS

4.5 
million
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CDL app
Through the use of  data analysis it was 
revealed that more than 60 percent of  
applicants were failing the Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL) knowledge exam 
on their first attempt, with a significant 
percent who needed several attempts 
before they moved on to the next phase 
of  testing. An app developed by the Iowa 
DOT helps ensure the success of  those 
hoping to obtain or upgrade their CDL 
and at the same time helps to address the 
shortage of  well-trained truck drivers.  The 
CDL Test Prep App increases the number 
of  applicants who pass the test on their first 
try by allowing them to study questions on 
topics covered in the exam, take practice 
tests, learn test-taking strategies and more. 
Equally important, it is designed to build 
competence, thereby putting safer and 
better-trained drivers on the road.  

Completion of  border-
to-border corridor

Iowa is within the “Final Forty” 
miles of  completing a multi-year 
project intended to create a safe and 
efficient border-to-border crossing for 
freight and travelers alike.  Paralleling 
Interstate 80, the U.S. 20 project 
will provide a continuous four-lane 
alternative route for access to regional, 

 
national and international destinations. 
Work was accelerated by the Iowa 
Transportation Commission in 2015 
following former Governor Terry 
Branstad’s signature on a revenue 
package that included a 10 cent 
per gallon user fee designated for 
improvements to Iowa’s roadways and 
bridges. Completion of  the corridor 
is planned for October 2018, months 
ahead of  schedule.

Unique approach to 
intelligent work zones 

Many states use intelligent work zone 
technologies on a project-by-project 
basis, but Iowa’s system connects all 
projects statewide to a central Traffic 
Management Center (TMC).  When 
the system detects a queue in a “traffic 
critical” work zone anywhere in the 

state, a warning is posted on dynamic 
message signs in that area and an alert 
goes to the TMC.  After verification 
via on-site cameras, the TMC can take 
appropriate actions to improve traffic 
flow.  Other features include: the ability 
to quickly add and remove intelligent 
work zone devices on any project and 
the use of  sensors to collect traffic data 
to assist contractors in scheduling lane 
closures. 

I-74 virtual 
reality project 

Work to improve the crucial I-74 
corridor and replace the bridge over the 
Mississippi River at the Quad Cities is 
near the halfway mark, but the public 
can already “see” the completed project 
and its surroundings.  Collaboration 
between Iowa DOT and Iowa State 
University yielded a traveling virtual 
reality simulation offering immersive 

experiences that include driving across 
the new and existing bridges, walking 
along the multi-use path and diving into 
the river to learn about the threatened 
and endangered species living there. 
The simulation is being shared at 
museums and libraries near the project 
area. The use of  virtual reality goes 
beyond maps and renderings to help 
people fully understand the new 
infrastructure, how it will tie into their 
communities and the benefits to the 
safety and reliability of  the system.   

The I-74 virtual reality display takes the viewer into the river 
environment to “pick up” a mussel as a US Fish and Wildlife 
Service biologist provides information about this endangered 
species. The Iowa and Illinois departments of  transportation led a 
large-scale mussel relocation as part of  the I-74 Bridge project.  
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Looking to the future

Short on funds during the state’s fiscal crisis, 
KDOT focused its resources nearly exclusively 
on preservation and maintenance of  existing 
infrastructure. For more than two years, about $600 
million in highway expansion and modernization 
projects were delayed and had to come to stopping 
points in the design process. With an improvement 
in the state’s budget, the Legislature established a 
Transportation Task Force to help shape the future 
of  Kansas transportation infrastructure. The task 
force will begin local consult meetings in the fall, 
seeking input on existing projects, identifying new 
projects and understanding what future requirements 
will be. The task force is expected to complete its 
consults this year and provide a report to the state 
legislature in January, advising the state on KDOT’s 
funding needs and providing a clear path 

UAS technologies

KDOT was one of  10 organizations 
nationwide selected to participate in 
the U.S. DOT’s Unmanned Aerial 
System’s Integration Pilot Program. This 
program will help advise the DOT and 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
about the efficient and safe integration of  
drones into airspaces and allow agencies 
to expand the use of  drones. KDOT 
already has used UAS technologies 
in agency-related activities and will 
work with law enforcement to test how 
effectively drones could assess weather-
affected roads and locate stranded 
travelers. In addition to improving safety 
for agency employees as well as motorists, 
KDOT’s efforts in the pilot program 
will study the use of  drones by farmers 
to more efficiently check on crops and 
livestock.

Transportation link

The I-70 Lewis and Clark Viaduct in Kansas City is a vital transportation link for 
Kansas and Missouri. A $65 million project to replace one of  the westbound bridges 
will shut down I-70 for two construction seasons. Crews dropped the existing structure 
June 2 with UAS coverage of  the event reaching across the country. As an entryway 
into Kansas City, KDOT worked with the community to establish urban structural 
design guidelines. The new bridge will be 2,980 feet long with 20 new spans and 18 
new piers. The bridge will contain more than 55,000 feet of  steel pile and 2,100 feet 
of  drilled shafts (72 inches in diameter). It will open late 2019.

Kansas Department 
of  Transportation is 
reaching new heights 
in the sky while also 
working to improve 
the transportation 
system and traffic 

safety across the state.
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Looking ahead

While the need for additional revenue still exists 
to move Kentucky’s infrastructure forward, 
Kentucky is focused on improving the quality 
of  life for its citizens by maintaining what we 
have. The enacted 2018 Highway Plan features 
a “Safety First” approach to repair and replace 
nearly 400 deficient bridges and improve 1,275 
lane miles of  pavement in the biennium.

Kentucky is modernizing all driver’s licenses and 
personal IDs from over-the-counter production 
and issuance to postal delivery. The state is on 
track to offer one of  the most secure credentials 
in the nation produced from a central location. 
In early 2019, citizens will have the option to 

obtain a federally compliant Voluntary Travel 
ID to fly domestically. Construction efforts are 
underway to modernize 70 miles on the William 
H. Natcher Parkway with the goal of  signing 
the corridor as I-165 in 2019. This corridor 
connects two prominent cities, Bowling Green 
and Owensboro. 

Kentucky has a continued commitment to make 
responsible progress on large-scale projects. A 
preferred alternative and Draft Environmental 
Study for the I-69 Ohio River Crossing, 
connecting Kentucky and Indiana, will be 
completed in 2018. The Cabinet will continue 
to pursue advancing the Brent Spence Bridge 
project. 

Winning awards and 
breaking records

KYTC undertook an award-winning 
project that improved motorist safety while 
preserving Kentucky’s signature horse 
farm landscape in Lexington. This project 
realigned an existing interchange into a 
first-of-its-kind loop ramp configuration 
dubbed as the Left Overloop that eliminated 
conflicting weave movements. The inventive, 
cost-efficient solution earned Kentucky 
the National ACEC Honor Award for 
Excellence in Engineering Design. 

Modernizing business services and 
improving efficiencies are key to the 
Cabinet. The Department of  Vehicle 
Regulation launched “My CDL,” a new 
web portal that maximizes convenience for 
Kentucky’s 140,000 commercial driver’s 

license holders by accepting required 
documentation online. We also utilized our 
workforce more efficiently through cross-
training and increased in-house design. Our 
Office of  Information Technology won the 
Most Innovative Use of  Technology award 
at the Government Technology Digital 
Summit for the second year in a row.  The 
Office of  Information Technology’s forward 
thinking approach to server virtualization 
has decreased risk and increased 
performance with expected 
long-term cost savings to 
the Cabinet.  

The Ohio River Bridges 
Project played a role in 
Kentucky’s 2017 record-
breaking performance in 
economic development. 
Since the opening of  the 
bridges, 

Jefferson County saw the announcement 
of  75 projects totaling $1.66 billion and 
projections of  nearly 4,600 jobs. The 
Abraham Lincoln Bridge in Louisville 
celebrated year one since successfully 
launching the state’s first all-electronic 
tolling system and continues to meet traffic 
and revenue projections while providing a 
faster and safer commute for drivers 
every day.

Looking back
Kentucky will be the only state with three 
air cargo companies thanks to Amazon’s 
announcement to base their Prime shipping 
hub in Northern Kentucky.

A  C L O S E R 
L O O K  A T 

K E N T U C K Y

POPULATION 4.45 million

STATE GDP $196 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

80,041
miles

BRIDGES 14,292
LICENSED

DRIVERS
3 
million
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Rouge River 
Bridge 
Rehabilitation
During the 2017/2018 construction 
seasons, MDOT is undertaking a deck 
replacement on the largest bridge in the 
state of  Michigan.  I-75 over the Rouge 
River in Detroit, Michigan consists of  109 
spans, with a total length of  8,627 feet.  The 
total deck area is 1,170,163 square feet, 
which is about 100,000 square foot larger 
than our state pride and joy, the Mackinac 
Bridge.  The bridge deck transitioned 
into poor condition, while the rest of  the 
superstructure, and substructure components 
are in good to fair condition.  The bridge 
deck is so large, it represents three percent 
of  the total National Highway System deck 
area in the state of  Michigan.

This bridge was originally built in 1967, and 
has an ADT over 110,000 vehicles per day, 
with a very high commercial percentage 
due to this route being one of  the main 
commerce corridors into and out of  the City 
of  Detroit.  The complex steel girder span 
geometry, coupled with the 110-foot height 
of  the bridge over the Rouge River, and the 
crossing of  several railroads and local streets, 
contributes to a very complex construction 
operation. The southbound bridge deck was 
complete in the fall of  2017, with the overall 
project expected to be complete by the fall 
of  2018.

I-75 Modernization Project

The I-75 widening and reconstruction project has been in the planning and 
development stages for nearly 20 years. It encompasses approximately 18 miles 
of  freeway from M-102 to south of  M-59 and has a current daily traffic volume 
of  103,000 to 174,000. The freeway was built in the 1960s but has not received 
comprehensive corridor improvements since that time. The need for increased 
capacity to relieve congestion is driven by the growth along the corridor due to 
land use changes and the migration of  people, services and industry. It is a critical 
commercial route, a key commuter route, a vital tourist route and a local area 
business route, moving people and goods across the state daily. 

MDOT intends on using a Design-Build-Finance-Maintain (DBFM) contracting 
method to construct the third segment of  the I-75 Modernization Project. This will 
be the largest public-private transportation project in Michigan history and will 
speed up construction by at least a decade.  

R O U G E  R I V E R  B R I D G E 

A  C L O S E R 
L O O K  A T 

M I C H I G A N

POPULATION 6.6 million

STATE GDP $311.2 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

97,553
miles

BRIDGES 19,107

LICENSED
DRIVERS

4.5 
million
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Buckle Up, 
Phone Down 

In early 2017, MoDOT and the Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety 
launched the “Buckle Up Phone Down” campaign to raise the visibility 
of  two simple acts that save lives. Missouri is one of  only 16 states with 
no primary seat belt law, and one of  only three states without an all-
driver texting ban.

Now, a year-and-a-half  later, more than 3,000 Missourians and 400 
companies and businesses have accepted the BUPD challenge.

“Nationwide, distracted driving is a leading cause of  traffic crashes,” 
said Nicole Hood, state highway safety and traffic engineer. “And seat 
belts are the best defense in a traffic crash.”

Innovation/
Bridge Projects

Three major bridge projects are underway 
in Missouri. A new Route 47 bridge 
over the Missouri River at Washington, 
Missouri and the widening of  the Poplar 
Street Bridge over the Mississippi River in 
downtown St. Louis will be completed later 
this year. A new U.S. Route 54 bridge over 

the Mississippi River at Louisiana, Missouri 
is also under construction and should be 
open to traffic in late 2019.

The Poplar Street Bridge project 
demonstrated MoDOT’s commitment to 
innovation. To best facilitate the addition of  
an additional eastbound lane for the bridge 
that carries Interstates 44 and 55, engineers 
devised a plan to slide the eastbound span 
nine feet south, then add a lane between 

the two bridges, tying them together.
The shift of  the 2,165-foot-long section of  
roadway was the second longest bridge slide 
in U.S. history. The method was chosen 
partly because it’s less expensive than 
adding a new eastbound lane on the right 
and it will make the bridge by tying the two 
spans together. Some 26 hydraulic jacks 
were used to move the 20.4-million pound 
roadway section in a process that took 
about 12 hours.

Gas Tax 
Proposal
In the final hours of  this year’s legislative 
session, Missouri lawmakers sent a proposed 
10 cent gas hike to the state’s voters for their 
consideration. Missouri has not had a gas 
tax increase since 1996 and, at 17 cents per 
gallon, currently ranks the fourth lowest 
among motor fuel taxes in the nation. With 
33,884 miles of  road, Missouri ranks seventh 
in the country. To account for inflation, 
the motor fuel tax would have to be 27 
cents today in order for it to have the same 
purchasing power as it did 22 years ago.

The proposed tax increase will go to 
Missouri voters to decide on November 6.
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Innovation and 
the environment

Minnesota became the first cold weather 
site in the U.S. to test the use of  an 
automated bus. MnDOT and its partners 
used the state’s road research facility for 
the preliminary tests in November, then 
provided demonstrations for the public 
in the days leading up to Super Bowl LII, 
held in Minneapolis in February 2018. The 
low-speed, driverless shuttle can transport 
between six and 12 people, and operates 
using pre-programmed GPS mapping and 
sensors. In March 2018, Governor Dayton 
signed an executive order establishing an 
advisory council to study the opportunities 
that automated and connected vehicles 
could bring to Minnesota.  

MnDOT continues to support sustainable 
transportation efforts and reducing the 
agency’s impact on the environment. These 
strategies include improving energy, waste 
and water efficiency in agency buildings; 
using cleaner transportation options for the 
fleet; balancing environmental protection 
with safety by reducing salt use; supporting 
pollinators with native plantings; and using 
sustainable construction methods. 

Bridges with 
big impacts

With a budget of  $1.1 billion in 2017, 
MnDOT undertook 211 road and 
bridge projects and 57 projects that 
helped improve safety at railroad 
crossings and made improvements at 
ports and regional airports.

In August 2017, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin dedicated the new St. Croix 
River Crossing, a $646 million project 
involving multiple communities, four 
years of  construction and decades 
of  debate. Built to last a century, 
the bridge’s innovative extradosed 
design is only the second of  its kind 
in the U.S. The new structure already 
has already been recognized for its 
engineering merits, including receiving 
the Minnesota Grand Award and 

the National Honor Award from the 
American Council of  Engineering 
Companies.

The Highway 53 bridge in northern 
Minnesota opened in September 
as one of  the state’s tallest bridges. 
The $156 million project presented 
an engineering challenge, requiring 
MnDOT to move the highway so the 
mining company that owned the land 
could access the natural resources 
beneath it. The new bridge spans a 
mining pit and allows Highway 53 
to continue to serve as an important 
connection for the region. This bridge 
has received numerous honors to 
date, including the Marvin M. Black 
Partnering Excellence award and 
the Construction Risk Partners Build 
American Award from the Associated 
General Contractors of  Minnesota.

A  C L O S E R  L O O K 
A T  M I N N E S O T A

POPULATION 5.57 million

STATE GDP $351.1 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

138,794
miles

BRIDGES 13,277

LICENSED
DRIVERS

3.377 
million



O H I O

JERRY WRAY
Director

transportation.ohio.gov20



DriveOhio
In January, Gov. John Kasich signed an 
executive order establishing DriveOhio, 
the state’s one-stop shop for researchers, 
developers and manufacturers to collaborate 
on autonomous and connected vehicle 
initiatives. DriveOhio is already involved in 
several projects around the state, including 
the U.S. 33 Smart Mobility Corridor, I-90 
Lake Effect Corridor, I-670 SmartLane, 
the Ohio Turnpike, Smart Columbus and 
Connected Marysville.

Making unprecedented 
investments in 
infrastructure 
Since 2011, ODOT has invested $16.4 
billion into 7,918 projects across the state. 
ODOT is responsible for maintaining 
43,211 lane miles of  roadway and 14,095 
bridges. Ohio has the fourth largest 
interstate system by lane miles. Ohio’s 
transportation infrastructure supports the 
state’s 6.5 million jobs.

This year, the Ohio Department of  Transportation 
is investing a near-record $2.35 billion into nearly 

1,000 projects that will preserve existing roads and 
bridges, enhance capacity, and improve safety. ODOT 
and contractors will repair or replace 5,645 miles of  

pavement and perform work on 1,040 bridges.

A  C L O S E R 
L O O K  A T  O H I O

POPULATION 11.6 million

STATE GDP $626 billion

MILES OF 
ROADS

122,986
miles

BRIDGES 43,412 

LICENSED
DRIVERS

7.923 
million
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On the fast track

In June, it was announced that 
WisDOT will be receiving a $160 
million INFRA grant for the I-94 
North-South project in Southeastern 
Wisconsin. The I-94 North-South 
project is 18.5 miles of  construction 
of  eight lanes (four in each direction) 
and will be open to traffic by Memorial 
Day 2020.  This accelerated schedule 
will be the fastest-paced Mega Project 
in WisDOT history. 

As the primary connection between 
Chicago and Milwaukee, the corridor 
traverses two Metropolitan Statistical 

Areas that, combined, host over five 
million jobs and 11 million residents. 
Annually, shippers and manufacturers 
move over $90 billion in goods 
to and from businesses along this 
corridor as well as to major national 
and global trading partners. The 
INFRA grant will go a long way to 
keep Wisconsin “Open for Business” 
and create opportunities for new 
economic development by providing 
a modernized interstate that is safe 
and reliable for business and freight 
mobility. Completing construction 
in under two years will prevent years 
of  construction, related crashes and 
negative economic impacts, especially 
to the Wisconsin tourism industry.  

A new model
Under Governor Scott Walker’s 
leadership, the Wisconsin Department of  
Transportation (WisDOT) is operating 
under a new paradigm. WisDOT is 
prioritizing safety, cost savings, efficiencies 
and innovations to ensure funding 
goes directly into pavement. Safety, 
mobility, accountability, preservation and 
service continue to be the department’s 
performance goals.  

WisDOT has implemented many reforms 
and has applied $246 million in cost savings 
to complete 67 projects early.  By fiscal year 
2018, WisDOT had completed a number 
of  projects scheduled for 2019 and 2020. 
This includes the I-39/90 and US 10/441 
major projects along key corridors, which 
move substantial goods and services to 
market, and will be completed a year ahead 
of  schedule. Savings of  $9 million were 
achieved by completing just one major 
project a year early.  

Safer bridges, 
fully funded
Last year, WisDOT instituted a replace-
in-kind policy for bridge rehabilitation 
and replacement on the local system. This 
policy limits funding to the scope necessary 
for safe and effective bridges, yet it allows 
local municipalities to retain control to 
design outside of  the existing scope or 
minimum standards with an increase to 
their local cost participation. As a result of  
the replace-in-kind reform, combined with 
state budget and increased federal dollars, 
all 183 local bridge applications for 2018-22 
were funded. Without replace-in-kind, only 
137 would have been funded.  

In addition, WisDOT implemented a 
bridge strengthening program to cost-
effectively repair bridges as an option to 
replacement. WisDOT wants to remove 
burdensome load postings on local bridges, 
especially those bridge postings impeding 
commerce. WisDOT engineers have 
worked with local governments to remove 
163 load postings since December 2017, 
with another 50 to be removed.  WisDOT 
will continue to work on both conventional 
and new technologies to strengthen the 
local bridges.
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MAASTO
The Mississippi Valley Conference of  State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (MVC) was organized 
in 1907, prior to the establishment of  a national 
transportation organization, which later became 
known as AASHTO. In 2010, the organization 
changed its name to the Mid America Association 
of  Transportation Officials (MAASTO) to better 
reflect the location of  the member states. The goal of  
MAASTO, is to foster the development, operation, 
and maintenance of  an integrated and balanced 
transportation system that adequately serves the 
transportation needs of  the ten member states.
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