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2020 was a year that tested our society on every level, including our transportation 
system. The COVID-19 pandemic, and its impacts on the behavior of drivers and 
consumers, created both unprecedented challenges and opportunities. The calls for 
social justice and an end to oppression caused us to renew our focus on the way our 
organizations and our transportation projects affect issues of diversity, equity and 
inclusion. And as we scrambled to meet the demands of the present, we were keenly 
aware of the need to plan for the future of transportation, with the promise of new 
technologies that will transform our mobility options in profound ways.

It was a year in which the value of MAASTO to its member transportation agencies 
and the people they serve was especially evident. When the pandemic hit, MAASTO 
provided the perfect platform for transportation leaders in the Midwest to compare 
notes on the emerging situation and share best practices for maintaining our 
transportation system and responding to the crisis. MAASTO established an Equity 
and Inclusion Committee to help us learn from each other, both on creating a 
more equitable workplace and to understand and promote positive outcomes for 
communities.

And we continued to prepare for the advent of Connected and Autonomous Vehicle 
(CAV) technology, establishing a CAV committee and conducting the second annual 
MAASTO CAV Summit in October. All the Midwestern states are facing similar 
challenges to understand how the transportation role of state government will be 
affected – from changes to laws and regulations to ensuring that this new technology 
benefits everyone in our states. MAASTO helps us avoid reinventing the wheel and to 
take advantage of the best thinking throughout the Midwest on this issue.

One of my goals as MAASTO president has been to promote a wider understanding 
of what the organization is and why it is important to promoting a better, safer 
transportation system for everyone. MAASTO leveraged public and media interest 
in the dramatic events of 2020 to gain wider exposure for and recognition of its vital 
mission through news releases, social media, and podcasts.

2020 was a year that the value of regional transportation efforts like MAASTO really 
shined. I’m proud to serve as MAASTO president, and I’m confident we will see 
continued success in our partnership to build the future of transportation.

Sincerely,

Craig Thompson, Secretary 
MAASTO President 
Wisconsin Transportation Secretary-designee 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
A CLOSER LOOK AT ILLINOIS

POPULATION

12.7 MILLION

GDP

$864.6 BILLION

TOTAL LANE MILES

306,614

BRIDGES

26,588

LICENSED DRIVERS

9.2 MILLION

HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS
During the 2020 calendar year, IDOT completed more than 
600 highway projects, ranging from minor resurfacings to 
interstate and bridge reconstructions. Completed projects 
include:

• Rehabilitation of a 7-mile stretch of Interstate 255 in the 
Metro East, one of the worst roads in the state. This $67 
million project, the first major initiative under Rebuild Illinois, 
was completed cheaper, faster and safer by closing the 
work zone to all traffic for one construction season. 

• A $42 million investment upgraded the Murray Baker Bridge 
carrying Interstate 74 in the Peoria area, another project that 
saved time and money by diverting traffic and condensing 
the construction schedule to one year.

• More than five miles of Interstate 57 in Southern Illinois 
were expanded to six lanes as part of a multiyear effort to 
improve safety and capacity along a crucial corridor.

• A joint project with Iowa, the new I-74 Mississippi River 
Bridge in the Quad Cities, reached a key stage with the 
opening of the new westbound bridge. The twin eastbound 
bridge is due to open in late 2021.

• The Jane Byrne Interchange in Chicago marked a major 
milestone with the completion of all 11 ramps at the 
confluence of 
Interstates 90, 94 
and 290. The project, 
which modernizes 
one of the nation’s 
worst bottlenecks, 
moves to rebuild 
mainline I-90/94 
before wrapping up in 
2022.

The Illinois Department of Transportation, under the leadership of  
Gov. JB Pritzker and Illinois Transportation Secretary Omer Osman, met the 
challenges of COVID-19 in 2020, ensuring the state’s supply chain stayed 
functioning, keeping projects on schedule and delivering the first full year of  
the historic Rebuild Illinois capital program. 

Passed in 2019, Rebuild Illinois is investing $33.2 billion into the state’s aging 
transportation system, creating jobs and promoting economic growth. Rebuild 

Illinois is not only the largest capital program in state history 
but also the first one that touches all modes of Illinois 
transportation: roads and bridges, transit, waterways,  
freight and passenger rail, aviation, and bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations.

As part of the latest multiyear plan, IDOT is investing $21.3 
billion to improve roads and bridges over the next six years.

MULTIMODAL VISION
• More than $52 million was awarded to support the planning 

efforts of long-range transportation projects across 
the state. New criteria established dedicated funding to 
create economic opportunity and enhance quality of life in 
disadvantaged communities.

• More than $1.5 million was committed to leverage a total 
investment of $31 million for airport improvements in Quincy, 
Rockford and Champaign-Urbana.

• Grants totaling $112 million arrived in 2020 to 31 downstate 
transit providers, the first in $4.5 billion from Rebuild Illinois 
– $3 billion in bonding and $1.5 billion in new pay-as-you-go 
funding – to invest in transit throughout the state.

• An Illinois Marine Transportation System Plan and economic 
impact analysis study was released, with IDOT asking the 
public for feedback to strengthen a resource that generates 
$36 billion in economic impact annually and supports more 
than 160,000 jobs. The final report will help guide $150 
million identified in Rebuild Illinois for public ports, with $40 
million already committed to a new inland port where the 
Mississippi and Ohio rivers meet in Cairo.

• The first deliveries 
of new Siemens 
Venture railcars to 
Chicago happened 
in 2020 as part 
of an IDOT-led 
procurement on 
behalf of Illinois, 
Michigan, Missouri 
and Wisconsin. 
Starting in early 
2021, the railcars will be introduced into revenue service, 
initially on Chicago-to-St. Louis routes and before expanding 
to other locations across the Midwest. Delivery of all 88 rail 
cars, including new business class and café cars, will be 
completed by 2023.
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

CROSSING THE I-69 FINISH LINE
Indiana is in the final stage of the longest 
interstate extension project currently 
under construction in the country. I-69 
Finish Line is the sixth and final section 
of the interstate connection between 
Evansville and Indianapolis and the final 
segment of the highway, which stretches 
across Indiana from near the Ohio River 
to the Michigan state line. When work 
is complete, I-69 will run continuously 
from the Canadian border at Port Sarnia, 
MI, to Evansville, IN, with Indiana an 
important piece of the planned national 
corridor.

TRANSFORMATIONAL PASSENGER 
RAIL INVESTMENT
The Northern Indiana Commuter 
Transportation District has launched 
construction on the state’s largest public 
transit investment in Indiana history – 
expanding commuter rail service from 
the West Lake Corridor to Chicago. The 
West Lake Corridor expands the South 
Shore Line with a new eight-mile line that 
includes four new stations. The nearly $1 
billion project will create approximately 
1,000 well-paying construction jobs 
and generate a projected $2.3 billion in 
private investment and 6,000 new jobs 
in Northwest Indiana over the next 30 
years. Construction is expected to finish 
in late 2024 with passenger service 
starting in early 2025.

BUILDING CONNECTIONS WITH 
NEXT LEVEL TRAILS
Indiana has made $90 million available 
to local communities and non-profit 
organizations to develop trails to 
connect cities and towns, offer 
recreational amenities that promote 
economic development, and attract 
and retain talent. Next Level Trails is the 
largest infusion of trails funding in state 
history. 

MAKING WORK ZONES SAFER
During the 2020 legislative and 
administrative agenda rollout, Governor 
Eric Holcomb directed INDOT and 
Indiana State Police to study technology 
options for making road work zones 
safer. 

In the 2020 construction season, INDOT 
piloted two significant technology 
enhancements to reduce work zone 
crashes. Back of queue vehicles were 
tested on several major interstate 
construction projects with high traffic 
impacts. These vehicles are equipped 
with high visibility lighting and dynamic 
signage to alert motorists that they are 
approaching slowed or stopped traffic. 
Back of queue truck position can be 
adjusted at any time based on the size of 
a traffic queue, providing vital  
warning as close as a quarter mile to  
stopped traffic. 

An automated work zone information 
system (AWIS) was deployed along 
I-70 between Indianapolis and 

Richmond. The system consists of 
multiple interconnected message 
boards strategically placed along both 
directions of the roadway to inform 
motorists of the impact of construction 
on travel times to destinations, distance 
to slowed or stopped traffic, or urge 
motorists to seek alternate routes in the 
cases of long delays or traffic hazards. 
A Purdue University analysis suggested 
the AWIS was highly effective in reducing 
hard braking and crashes. 

In addition to studying new technology, 
INDOT has increased investment in 
physical work zone protection, dedicated 
more funding to law enforcement patrols 
in work zones, and used full highway 
closures where possible to reduce the 
risk of work zone crashes in the last year

A CLOSER LOOK AT INDIANA

POPULATION

6.7 MILLION

GDP

$366.7 BILLION

TOTAL LANE MILES

202,417

BRIDGES

19,017

LICENSED DRIVERS

4.6 MILLION

DELIVERING NEXT LEVEL ROADS
INDOT is entering year four of a fully funded, data-driven plan to operate, maintain and improve every state road and bridge 
in Indiana. The Next Level Roads initiative dedicates approximately $60 billion in total investment in Indiana’s highways. 
Nearly 90% of those dollars target improving the condition of existing roads and bridges, enhancing safety, and correcting 
drainage issues. In the plan’s first three years INDOT has resurfaced nearly 10,000 lane miles of pavement and repaired or 
replaced approximately 1,300 bridges. By targeting dollars to fix Indiana’s current roads and bridges and invest in preservation 
techniques, INDOT can keep good roads in good condition longer.

Through Next Level Roads, the state’s laser focus on existing roads and bridges will mean that more than 95% of all state-
maintained pavement will be rated in fair or better condition and 98% of all state-maintained bridges will be rated in fair or 
better condition. 

Next Level Roads also fully funds design and construction of the final leg of Interstate 69 from Martinsville to Indianapolis – 
completing the highway across Indiana – and accelerates the completion of the project by three years, from 2027 to 2024. 
Beyond the investment in INDOT projects, the Next Level Roads initiative provides 40% more funding to support Indiana cities, 
towns, and counties for local road projects. On top of that, $200 million in state funds will be awarded to communities each year 
through INDOT’s Community Crossings matching grant program.

7MA ASTO ANNUAL REPORT 2021



iowadot.gov

IOWA

SCOTT 
MARLER
DIRECTOR

Persevering and progressing during the pandemic

8 MA ASTO ANNUAL REPORT 2021



T-SHIRTS AID ORGAN DONATION
The partnership between the Iowa Department of 
Transportation and the Iowa Donor Network has no doubt 
saved thousands of lives over the years. Now a simple idea 
is aiding that effort thanks to a young man named Drew 
Lienemann and his family. At age 16, Drew had registered 
as an organ and tissue donor when applying for his driver’s 
license. Not long after he made the decision, Drew’s parents 
were faced with his death. Helping them cope with their grief 
was the fact that Drew’s choice to become a donor impacted 
nearly 200 lives.

To further promote and celebrate the benefits of organ and 
tissue donation, the Lienemann family provided t-shirts for all 
licensing service centers. Worn with pride by staff on Fridays, 
the t-shirts have started countless conversations. They have 
also resulted in a significant increase in Iowans saying ‘YES’ 
to being an organ donor when applying for or renewing their 
Iowa driver’s license or ID. 

I-74 WESTBOUND BRIDGE OPENS

November 2020 marked the opening of the first of a pair 
of new bridges planned for Interstate 74 as it crosses the 
Mississippi River between Iowa and Illinois. Crews worked 
long hours to open the bridge to Friday morning commuters 
on Nov. 13. Besides helping to alleviate traffic congestion 
on this busy corridor, temporary two-way traffic was put 
into place on the new westbound span on December 18 
to facilitate work on the eastbound span. More than 300 
individuals worked nearly every day – through freezing 
winters, scorching summers, record flooding and a pandemic 
– to make the bridge a reality.

The I-74 Mississippi River Bridge project is part of a regional 
strategy for improving access across the Mississippi River 
in the Quad Cities. The joint project of the Iowa and Illinois 
departments of transportation includes the replacement of 
those I-74 twin bridges, interchange ramp reconfigurations, 
and interstate and local roadway improvements. Construction 
began in July 2017, and is anticipated to be completed in 
2021. The new bridge will be more than twice as wide as 
the existing bridge, providing four lanes in each direction. A 
multi-use path on the eastbound bridge will connect to paths 
in Bettendorf and Moline. 

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
A CLOSER LOOK AT IOWA

POPULATION

3.18 MILLION

GDP

$194.789 BILLION

MILES OF ROAD

114,792

BRIDGES

24,325

LICENSED DRIVERS

2.2 MILLION

IOWA 2 FLOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT 
In the early spring of 2019, a combination of weather events and topography 
along the state’s southwestern border resulted in a powerful surge of water along 
the Missouri River that breached levees and overwhelmed the area. Worse still, 
the floodwaters settled in for many months.

The particular location of the Iowa 2 roadway, the bridge and the adjacent levee 
on the Iowa side, along with high bluffs on the Nebraska side, created a pinch 
point in the riverway. This was increasing the water’s velocity and flooding 
potential. To address this, a plan was devised to relocate the levee and add twin 
1,200-foot bridges on Iowa 2 to allow flood waters to pass under the highway.

Project plans were prepared in three months, and construction commenced 
during the on-going flood event and under traffic. Amazingly, the entire project 
was completed by September 2020, more than a year ahead of schedule, 
thanks to the cooperative effort between Governor Kim Reynolds and her staff, 
surrounding state governors, the Army Corps of Engineers, and others. A top-
notch team put together a simple-yet-effective plan that allowed a motivated 
contractor to exceed the goals.
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

NEW VISION, METRICS TO GUIDE KDOT 
KDOT unveiled new aspirational vision and mission 
statements and metrics in 2020 to guide the agency’s efforts 
and evaluate its programs and performance. 

The new vision and mission statements 
– updated for the first time in 18 years 
– reflect the agency’s commitment to 
safety, reliability and innovation.

The new statements are backed up by a 
series of organizational values to inform 
and guide policies and programs, as well 
as new goals that articulate success for 
both the agency’s people and programs. 

New performance measures will be developed and deployed 
in 2021 to help track progress toward the agency’s goals 
and back up the agency’s commitment to transparency and 
accountability.

50 YEARS OF I-70
The 50th anniversary of the completion of I-70 in Kansas 
was celebrated in 2020. The 424-mile stretch of I-70 was 
the longest continuous segment of Interstate highway to be 

completed by any state in the United States. At 
the time, Kansas, Missouri and Pennsylvania 
were the only states to have a multi-lane I-70 
from border to border.

Kansas’ own President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
is known as the father of the Interstate 
system, signing the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act in June 1956 which created the system 
and transformed America. Eisenhower’s 

granddaughter, Mary Eisenhower, joined KDOT Secretary 
Julie Lorenz and others near the Kansas/Colorado border to 
dedicate highway signs welcoming visitors to Kansas, honor 
President Eisenhower and recognize the 50th Anniversary of 
I-70 in the state.

KDOT’s New Vision Statement: 
Kansas will be a national 
transportation leader with a 
modern, efficient and resilient 
system that serves all users, 
businesses and partners.

A CLOSER LOOK AT KANSAS

POPULATION

2.9 MILLION

GDP

$175.5 BILLION

TOTAL LANE MILES

290,000

BRIDGES

24,943

LICENSED DRIVERS

2.15 MILLION

IN THE FACE OF COVID, PROGRESS PREVAILS WITH A  
NEW 10-YEAR TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

‘IKE’ Works for Kansans 

With only four hours to spare before 
the Kansas legislature adjourned for an 
abbreviated session due to COVID-19, 
the new 10-year, $9.9 billion Eisenhower 
Legacy Transportation Program was 
approved with overwhelming bipartisan 
support. The new program, referred 
to as IKE, sets a priority on preserving 
the existing system and provides KDOT 
significantly more flexibility to identify 
investments and deliver programs  
and projects. 

Energized by the broad support for 
the program, KDOT quickly launched 
all the new programs enabled by 
the IKE legislation in just a few short 
months. It’s important to note that many 
KDOT employees – like our MAASTO 

colleagues – were 
working remotely 
and persevered 
to successfully 
launch IKE. All 
IKE programs – 
newly-created and 
existing – were designed in consultation 
with Kansans to leverage partnerships, 
provide more transportation choices and 
solve local challenges. 

Less than two months after Governor 
Kelly signed the enabling legislation, and 
with many employees working remotely, 
KDOT announced the first 40 expansion/
modernization highway projects for the 
development pipeline so that preliminary 
engineering work could begin. The first 
round included $1.6 billion worth of 
work across 169 miles of Kansas. This 
combination of projects creates a robust 
development pipeline that gives Kansans 
flexibility to capture federal stimulus 
funds and adjust to fluctuating revenues. 

More than $5 billion of the new program 
will be dedicated to preserving the state 
system and making key technological 
upgrades. Under IKE, the Innovative 
Technology program was established 

which provides annual grants to 
support new transportation technology. 
Broadband investments are also 
included through two new programs: 
Preservation +, focused on expanding 
broadband connectivity as part of 
highway preservation projects and a 
middle/last-mile grant program managed 
in coordination 
with the Kansas 
Department of 
Commerce. 
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MOUNTAIN PARKWAY EXPANSION FORGES AHEAD
2020 was a year of great success for the Mountain Parkway 
Expansion in eastern Kentucky, as Gov. Andy Beshear 
secured the federal funds to move forward on the newest 
phase of the Parkway. In June, the Cabinet was awarded a 
$55 Million federal INFRA grant that will help to fund what will 
be the fifth segment of the Mountain Parkway Expansion to 
go under construction—the Wolfe County segment. In doing 
so, the Mountain Parkway Expansion continued the mission 
to move forward while reducing state costs for the project. 

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
A CLOSER LOOK AT KENTUCKY

POPULATION

4,467,673 MILLION

GDP

$215.4 BILLION

CENTERLINE MILES

27,675

BRIDGES

9,095

LICENSED DRIVERS

3.8 MILLION

UNEXPECTED PROJECT DURING UNPRECEDENTED TIMES
While DOTs across the country faced funding and workforce challenges in 
2020 brought on by COVID-19, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet also 
endured a major infrastructure crisis when one of the region’s premier 
structures – the I-71/I-75 Brent Spence Bridge between Covington, Ky., 
and Cincinnati – abruptly closed for emergency repairs following a fiery 
commercial vehicle crash on Nov. 11. 

Faced with winter weather and a health pandemic in play, crews worked with 
deliberate speed to repair the fire-damaged bridge in a remarkable six weeks. 
The bridge reopened to traffic one day ahead of schedule and under budget. 
The bridge remains a safe and sturdy structure for long-term use while 
demonstrating the need for a future companion bridge to carry traffic over the 
Ohio River. 

KYTC MAKES REAL PROGRESS WITH  
REAL ID INITIATIVE 
In the fall of 2019, the decision was made to have the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet assume the responsibility 
of issuing REAL ID compliant driver’s licenses – a seismic 
shift from the initial approach to issue the federally compliant 
cards at more than 140 Circuit Court Clerk offices in 120 
counties. The state opened an impressive 11 KYTC Regional 
Driver Licensing Offices in 2020 despite a short lead time and 
operational challenges brought on by COVID-19. In addition to 
meeting the demand for credentials before the federal REAL 
ID enforcement date, the 2020 General Assembly passed a 
law to transition all driving credential issuance – compliant 
and non-compliant cards – to the Transportation Cabinet by 
July 2022. KYTC is working tirelessly to establish regional 
offices to ensure adequate access for citizens while also 
looking for opportunities to modernize the issuance process 
and ensure a positive customer service experience. 
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MAY 2020 MID-MICHIGAN FLOODING EVENT
Between May 17 and May 20, 2020, many of Mid-Michigan’s 
counties received between seven and nine inches of rain, 
which has been formally classified as a 500-year rainfall event. 
This rainfall event caused severe flooding and eventually dam 
breaches in Midland and Gladwin Counties at the Wixom Lake 
and Sanford Lake Dams, leading to Michigan’s largest request 
and use of Federal Highway Administration emergency relief 
funds in state history. 

Thankfully, there were no fatalities, but the flooding and 
subsequent dam breaches damaged more than 2,500 homes, 
businesses, and nonprofits, with estimated losses around 
$175 million. In addition, the cost of public property damage 
and emergency response by governmental agencies is 
estimated at over $34 million. The estimated infrastructure 
repair costs are approximately $104 million. Beyond the 
monetary costs, this event had significant emotional and 

mental health impacts on residents of these communities who 
were already learning to deal with lifestyle changes due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

MDOT is truly proud of the way its staff carried out the 
department’s mission statement to quickly respond (even 
though many were dealing with pandemic-related furlough 
days over the summer) and collaborate with emergency 
management, safety, security, and many other state and local 
staff to begin emergency repairs to critical infrastructure. 
While the hard work continues, especially on US-10 over 
Sanford Lake and on M-30 over the Tobacco River, the 
department oversaw successful emergency construction on 
M-30 over the Tittabawassee River, US-23 over the AuGres 
River, and on Saginaw and Curtis Roads. The department also 
paved a gravel county road to reduce detour and emergency 
response time for M-65 emergency construction work. 

I-496 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT: I-96 TO LANSING ROAD
The $50 million I-496 reconstruction was completed in the summer of 2020 
under Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Rebuilding Michigan bonding program, 
which was formally adopted by the State Transportation Commission in January 
2020. Originally opened to traffic 50 years ago and exceeding both its design 
and service life, the I-96 to Lansing Road section of I-496 was selected to be 
rebuilt due to its rapidly deteriorating condition. In 2015, this section of I-496 was 
identified for rebuilding in 2020 as part of MDOT’s Five-Year Program. 

The I-96 to Lansing Road section of I-496 was reconstructed with new concrete 
pavement during the 2020 season. This was accomplished through a strong 
partnership with the prime contractor and the MDOT-led construction oversight 
team. The reconstruction occurred with all the normal challenges that come 
with major reconstruction project in Michigan’s capital city, but also overcame 
unanticipated challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic.

While the contracting team only experienced a two-week self-suspension of their operations, the team did have to adjust to 
new construction methods while adhering to social distancing and mask protocols. This temporarily impacted the anticipated 
efficiency of operations, but the project team adjusted quickly and completed the project ahead of schedule. In a way, taking 
on a major freeway reconstruction project during the COVID-19 pandemic was advantageous for project delivery, as it lowered 
overall traffic volumes - reducing traffic delays and detour route use.

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
A CLOSER LOOK AT MICHIGAN

POPULATION

9,986,857 MILLION

GDP

$536.8 BILLION

TOTAL LANE MILES

256,207

BRIDGES

11,111

LICENSED DRIVERS

7.2 MILLION
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HIGHWAY 5/AROUND-THE-AIRPORT 
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Minnesota’s 2020 construction program represented a broad 
mix of more than 200 projects that improved all modes of 
transportation and provided jobs throughout the state despite 
the challenges created by the COVID-19 pandemic that 
kept many Minnesotans—including nearly half of MnDOT’s 
workforce of 5,200 employees—working from home. One 
of the benefits of reduced traffic volumes on the state’s 
transportation system was the ability to work on major 
construction projects while minimizing disruptions  
to travelers. 

One notable project completed in 2020 was the $26 million 
Highway 5 construction around the high-traffic area of 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. Prior to the 
pandemic, the project team had decided to accelerate 
construction from two years to one year because of the 
project’s location and the extent of the work that needed to 
be done. The project included repairing 12 bridges, ramps 
and drainage systems as well as resurfacing 1.75 miles of 
highway. The team meticulously planned for and developed an 
outreach strategy to inform a wide-ranging public, infrequent 
travelers and other target audiences within a six-hour radius 
of MSP Airport and provide them with options for reaching 
their destinations. The project was helped, in part, because air 
travel was also down for much of the construction season due 
to the pandemic.

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION  
ADVISORY COUNCIL
MnDOT continues to work toward reducing carbon emissions 
from the transportation sector. In January 2020, it launched 
Minnesota’s first Sustainable Transportation Advisory Council 
as an outcome of the agency’s Pathways to Decarbonizing 
Transportation project in 2019. The goal of the STAC is to 
help Minnesota transition to a low-carbon transportation 
system consistent with statutory goals for energy and 

emissions reductions and maximize 
benefits to Minnesota, while recognizing 
the importance of continued work towards 
improving safety, reducing inequities, and 
supporting economic development.

The STAC, whose membership includes 
elected officials and representatives from 
the public and private sectors, provided its 
initial recommendations in December 2020. 
The agency will review and respond to them 
by March 2021. 

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

A CLOSER LOOK AT MINNESOTA

POPULATION

5.6 MILLION

GDP

$383.649 BILLION

MILES OF ROAD

141,359

BRIDGES

14,066

LICENSED DRIVERS

4,704,184
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STEADY PROGRESS ON FOCUS ON 
BRIDGES PROGRAM
In its first year, Gov. Parson’s  
$351 million “Focus on Bridges” 
program replaced or rehabilitated 100 of 
Missouri’s worst bridges. The program, 
which will repair or replace 250 poor 
bridges in all, surpassed the halfway 
mark this summer, with more than  
125 bridges opened to the public.

I-270 NORTH PROJECT
Work continues on the I-270 North 
design-build project, MoDOT’s largest 
single project in the last decade at $278 
million. The I-270 North project in  
St. Louis is replacing aging 
infrastructure, including multiple 
interchanges and an outer road system; 
enhancing safety and resiliency of 
the system and improving mobility for 
freight and passengers with the addition 
of driving lanes in each direction; and 
creating an economic boost for nearby 
communities. Work is scheduled to be 
completed by December of 2023.

BUCK O’NEIL BRIDGE
This past February, the Missouri 
Highways and Transportation 
Commission selected Massman-
Clarkson, a Joint Venture, as the design-
build contractor for a new U.S. Route 
169 Buck O’Neil Bridge over the Missouri 
River in Kansas City. The existing 
65-year-old bridge serves as a key 
regional connection between downtown 
Kansas City and communities north of 
the river. The new bridge will cost close 
to $220 million to construct, and work is 
scheduled to begin later this year. The 
project was made possible by a blend of 
federal, state and local funds, including 
a $25 million federal BUILD Grant.

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

POPULATION

6.137 MILLION

GDP

$328.4 BILLION

MILES OF ROAD

33,830

BRIDGES

10,399

LICENSED DRIVERS

4.3 MILLION

MISSOURI PASSES FIRST GAS TAX INCREASE SINCE 1996
Missouri Gov. Mike Parson signed a motor fuel tax increase into law in July 2021, 
the first increase in 25 years. Once in effect in October, the increase will enact an 
additional 2.5 cent tax on motor fuel, increasing by 2.5 cents in each fiscal year until 
reaching an additional 12.5 cents per gallon on July 1, 2025. In total, the additional 
12.5 cents will generate approximately $500 million a year for state and local 
projects. 

MoDOT’s list of high-priority unfunded needs--developed with regional planning 
partners across the state--will serve as a guide as additional funding becomes 
available. As the funding gradually increases over the next five years, MoDOT will be 
able to schedule more projects from the State Transportation Improvement Program.

I-70 MISSOURI RIVER BRIDGE
In July, the MHTC selected the Lunda 
Team as the design-build contractor to 
replace the I-70 Missouri River bridge 
near Rocheport. The existing bridge was 
built in 1960 and is in poor condition. 
The new Missouri River bridge will 
cost approximately $240 million and 
will provide a safe and reliable bridge 
for interstate travelers for the next 
100 years. It was funded in part by an 
$81.2 million INFRA Grant, the largest 
competitive grant ever received by 
MoDOT. Construction of the bridge is 
scheduled to begin later this  year.

FIXING ACCESS TO RURAL 
MISSOURI (FARM) BRIDGE 
PROGRAM MOVES FORWARD 
Also this summer, the MHTC selected 
the Lehman-Wilson team for the 
design-build contract of the FARM 
Bridge Program, which will replace 31 
weight-restricted and poor condition 
bridges in northern Missouri. This $26 
million project was enabled by receipt 
in August 2019 of a $20.7 million federal 
grant under the Competitive Highway 
Bridge Program. Construction is 
scheduled to begin in the fall. 

STATE MAP COMMEMORATES 
BICENTENNIAL
MoDOT’s 2021-2022 state map, 
featuring all 33,830 miles of state-
maintained routes, is celebrating 
Missouri’s 200th year of statehood. The 
department is printing and distributing 
around 1.35 million maps, which 
showcase the state’s Capitol building 
and recount the state’s 200 years of 
pioneering transportation history.

A CLOSER LOOK AT MISSOURI
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
OHIO’S BACKGROUND
Ohio is 35th in size and currently seventh in population with just under 12 million 
people. Ohio’s network of roads, bridges, and highways is the state’s most 
valuable physical asset worth $116 billion. The state has the nation’s fifth largest 
interstate system with more than 8,000 lane miles, second largest inventory of 
bridges with more than 27,000 structures, and sixth highest number of vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) with nearly 120 billion VMT annually (pre-COVID). Ohio 
ranks sixth in the nation for its volume of freight (1.38 billion tons) and third in 
active rail line mileage in the country, with more than 5,000 route miles. There 
are also 8.1 million licensed drivers in the state.

SAFETY

TOP 150 INTERSECTIONS
Over the next three years, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is  
$425 million in safety funding to build turn lanes, improve signage, upgrade 
signals, and build roundabouts at 150 intersections located in urban, suburban, 
and rural areas. These projects are currently responsible for about 37 percent of 
all serious injuries and traffic deaths annually occur at intersections. 

AERIAL ENFORCEMENT
ODOT has teamed with the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) to enforce work 
zone speed limits from the air. ODOT and the OSHP Aviation Section selected 
nearly a dozen locations where troopers will watch from above for crash-causing 
violations like speed, following too close, and failure to move over. Work zone-
related crashes in Ohio decreased by about a third in 2020. 

WET REFLECTIVE PAINT PAVEMENT MARKINGS
ODOT’s statewide three-year pilot research project on recessed wet reflective 
pavement markings kicked off in the fall. The research project assesses the 
impact of different wet reflective pavement markings on roadway departure 
crashes at 12 locations in Ohio. 

A CLOSER LOOK AT OHIO

POPULATION

11.6 MILLION

GDP

$676 BILLION

TOTAL LANE MILES

262,377

BRIDGES

43,412

LICENSED DRIVERS

7.9 MILLION

Opportunity Corridor Cleveland, Ohio: (Photo, 
October 2020) – The $207 million Opportunity 
Corridor is a planned boulevard that will construct 
3.1 miles of new roadway with sidewalks, a multi-
use path, and 13 signalized intersections on the 
city’s near eastside. Overall project construction is 
expected to be completed summer 2022.

I-75 Lucas and Wood counties, Ohio: (Photo, 
November 2020) – The replacement of the Michael 
DiSalle bridge over the Maumee River near Toledo 
is part of a $343 million project that is widening 
and reconstructing nearly five miles of Interstate 75 
in Lucas and Wood counties. The overall project is 
scheduled for completion in 2023. 

I-70 Springfield, Ohio: (Photo, November 2020) 
– The 3.2-mile project will create three continuous 
lanes both east and west on I-70 in Clark County, 
eliminating remaining bottlenecks. The project 
construction is expected to be completed in the fall 
of 2021.

I-75 Hancock County, Ohio: (Photo, August 2020) 
– The $114 million project reconstructed five miles 
of the existing two lanes of I-75 and constructed  
an additional lane of travel in each direction in the  
city of Findlay. The project was completed in  
November 2020.
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The Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation hit major milestones in 
2020 including completion of the I-94 
North South and Verona Road projects, 
both complex, multi-year improvements. 
The department also continued to push 
forward with important work expanding 
I-39/90 from Madison to the state line, 
as well as a critical safety improvement 
to State Highway 23 in Sheboygan 
County. Wisconsin’s highway 
improvement contracts topped $1 billion 
in the 2020 fiscal year, with work on 
more than 500 bridges and 550 miles of 
state and local roadway. 

Focusing on the future, the department 
launched Connect 2050, tapping the 
public for ideas to shape transportation 
priorities. New work launched to 
complete Milwaukee’s Zoo Interchange. 
Plans further developed for the I-94 
and I-43 corridors, and the state’s 
Transportation Projects Commission 
approved construction of the I-39/90/94 
bridges over the Wisconsin River and  
an 18-mile section of US 51 in  
Dane County. 

Responding to the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the department 
worked in partnership with industry 
and highway maintenance teams to 
streamline work on more than 100 
projects in areas with reduced traffic 

volumes, helping to save time and 
enhance safety without compromising 
mobility. The department also focused 
on freight with enhanced cleanings 
of rest areas and temporary policies 
allowing heavier than standard legal 
loads for groceries and household 
goods. 

Health and safety was a strong theme 
for all employees, contractors and 
partners. 

• The ramped up use of file-sharing, 
e-signature and collaboration 
technologies to facilitate a rapid 
transition to virtual work. 

• Field and lab work also continued 
to move forward under enhanced 
protocols encouraging worksite 
cleanliness and social distancing.

• Staff involved in project planning, 
engineering, communication and 
environmental justice worked on 
virtual methods to maintain safe public 
touchpoints to keep projects on time.

The department also continued to 
develop programs and initiatives that 
create efficiency. 

• WisDOT expanded is the Low Risk 
Pilot, which streamlines planning and 
design of qualifying local projects that 
have minimum impact to right of way, 
utilities, railroads or the environment.

• The Culvert Asset Management 
Program (CAMP) received a 
prestigious 2020 Esri Special 
Achievement award. Mobile and GIS 
technologies streamline workload and 
create uniform condition reporting, 
enabling WisDOT to double the 
number of culvert inspections. 

• Salt management practices saved 
more than 200 million pounds of road 
salt valued at more than $8 million. 
55 out of 72 counites reduced their 
salt use during the 2019-2020 winter 
season over five-year averages.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND 
INCLUSION
In support of Governor Evers’ Executive 
Order #59, WisDOT formed the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) committee 
in spring 2020. The Committee’s 
charge was to develop an Equity and 
Inclusion Plan focused on three areas: 
recruitment, retention, and agency 
culture. The plan witll focus the agency’s 
commitment to create meaningful and 
lasting change that supports diversity, 
equity and inclusion of all department 
staff.

WISCONSIN NON-DRIVER 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Formed in 2020, Wisconsin Non-Driver 
Advisory Committee (WiNDAC) brings 
together a stakeholder coalition of 
state agencies, local government, 
academia, private-sector and advocacy 
organizations from around Wisconsin 
to focus on improving transportation 
accessibility and mobility options for 
Wisconsinites who cannot or choose not 
to drive.

CONNECTED AND AUTOMATED 
VEHICLES
In 2020, WisDOT established a 
foundational structure to further 
position Wisconsin to monitor and 
respond to emerging technology 
including CAV. Efforts focused on 
an internal governance structure of 
management and technical experts to 
focus the department’s knowledge and 
resources on the safe adoption of this 
technology to benefit all Wisconsinites.
WisDOT also created the Wisconsin 
Automated Vehicle External Advisory 
Committee (WAVE), a forum for key 
stakeholders from research, industry, 
and government to provide input on 
emerging CAV technology.

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
A CLOSER LOOK AT WISCONSIN

POPULATION

5,822,434

GDP

$349.4 BILLION

MILES OF ROAD

115,674

BRIDGES

13,600

LICENSED DRIVERS

4,288,171 (2018)
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MAASTO
The Mississippi Valley Conference of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials (MVC) was organized in 1907, prior to the establishment of a national 

transportation organization, which later became known as AASHTO. In 2010, the 

organization changed its name to the Mid America Association of Transportation 

Officials (MAASTO) to better reflect the location of the member states. The 

goal of MAASTO, is to foster the development, operation, and maintenance of 

an integrated and balanced transportation system that adequately serves the 

transportation needs of the ten member states.
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